Bucks County Planning Commission

What year was the BCPC founded?

FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

Greetings, | hope this edition of
Planning InSight finds you
healthy and safe.

Hard to fathom sometimes that
our collective worlds have been
in flux and uncertainty since
mid-March. We have all
witnessed changes both good and bad, as we
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic.

Here at the Bucks County Planning
Commission, we have adapted and
transitioned based on guidance from the
Commissioners, Dr. Damsker, Governor Tom
Wolf, and the CDC. | anticipate that some
changes to our operations will be long-lasting
and far-reaching.

The changes to our communities will continue
to evolve. Record unemployment levels and
shuttered local businesses will have significant
impacts to budgets and the quality of life for
many of our residents. As | write this, we
anticipate a move to the yellow phase of
opening on June 5, 2020. We are hopeful that
the green phase will be initiated soon after
that.

For the BCPC, we have transitioned our
operations accordingly. Our BCPC Board will
meet virtually and we have instituted an
electronic submissions procedure for all

municipal zoning and Act 247 land
development review applications. Guidance on
those procedures and our board meetings can
be found here: http://www.buckscounty.org/
government/PlanningCommission

As a reminder, County offices are open by
appointment only. If you need to visit us in
person, please do call ahead for an
appointment. The BCPC can be reached at
215.345.3400.

For our municipalities, we recognize that both
short-term and potentially long-term
accommodations may need to be made with
regards to curbside service and takeout-dining
services. Where these services may be
prohibited by zoning regulations, navigating
our pandemic world may necessitate that they
be allowed so that our businesses and
communities can survive.

As always, we are here to help you navigate
these unprecedented land use challenges.

My door is always open and | may be reached
via email or phone at
estone@buckscounty.org or 215.345.3401. |
look forward to hearing from you and
welcome your feedback.

Stay safeandenjoyP| anni ng

CEnsus 2020

The 2020 Census is underway with more than
half of the households across the country
having responded. Due to COVID-19, the U.S.
Census Bureau has adjusted 2020 Census
operations in order to protect the health and
safety of the public and Census Bureau
employees, and ensure a complete and
accurate count of all communities. More
information on 2020 Census Operational
Adjustments can be found here:
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/
operational-adjustments-covid-19.html

The U.S. Census Bureau is committed to making
responding quick, easy, and safe for all
participants. Check out the BCPC 2020 Census
portal for information on how to respond to
the census if you haven@already done so:
https://2020census-
bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/

The U.S. Census Bureau continues to accept
applications for temporary part-time positions:
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs
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PLANNING INSIGHT
SENATE BiLL 841

The COVID-19 pandemic and stay-at-home order websites, or in a newspaper of general
issued by Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf in circulation, or both.

March, presented municipal governments with
the challenge of how to conduct public meetings
while still complying with the PA Sunshine Law.
An additional concern was how local
governments would be able to meet statutory
time limits for permit applications, as imposed
by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code (PaMPC).

SB 841 also allows for the suspension, or tolling,
of municipal government permitting
requirements for 30 days from the enactment
date of the bill. The start of the tolling period is
March 6, 2020, or the date of receipt of the
application if received during the period in which
the emergency declaration is in effect. This
provides municipal governments time in which

The passage of PA Senate Bill 841 (SB 841) in to set up and advertise meetings that will be
mid-April addresses both of these issues. Passed held remotely. The tolling period applies to
by the PA House of Representatives on April 14, proposals for subdivision, land development,
2020, on a concurrence vote with the PA Senate, conditional use, special exception, and zoning
the bill was signed into law by Governor Wolf on applications, as well as other applications
April 20, 2020. covered under the Development Extension

Permit Act. For more information, Senate Bill

SB 841 contains provisions allowing public 841 can be found here:

entities, which includes counties, municipalities,

and municipal authorities, to conduct business https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/
through remote meetings for the duration of the uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2020&sessInd=0&act=15
state@Q COVID-19 emergency declaration.

Public meetings may be held by means of an
authorized telecommunication device which
may include video conferencing but, at the very
least, must allow for audio communication.
Public participation should be encouraged. Also,
to the extent practicable, advance notice of
remote meetings and how to access the
meetings, must be posted on municipal

c 0‘,"]_1 9 G I s Pnn-l-nls link to this portal can be found here: https://

covid19-bucksgis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/bucks-
Our GIS staff, in collaboration with the covid-19-economic-resources

Commissioners, the Department of Health, and
Emergency Operations Center, continue to work
seven days a week to maintain and update the
County@Q COVID-19 portals. Our portals are
comprised of two primary information
warehouses: pandemic health information and
economic resources.

These portals evolve regularly as we strive to
present the most important information to our
residents and municipal officials. From case
counts, to grant and funding information, the
portals create a one-stop resource.

Confirmed Active Cases
o

1110
111-50

[ 51-100

B 101-150

I 151-200

= More than 200

The COVID-19 pandemic Health Information
portal offers resources on Bucks County
coronavirus information. The link to this portal

can be found here: https://covid19-

bucksgis.hub.arcgis.com/

Trivia Answer:

The COVID-19 Economic Resources portal has 1951
been retooled to specifically deal with guidance
for businesses preparing to operate in the
yellow phase of PennsylvaniaQreopening. The

Map updated: 5/26/2020
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